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The World Historical Gazetteer platform 
• supports the aggregation, linking, and 

publication of historical place data contributed 
by researchers studying the past from many 
disciplinary perspectives
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Definitions



What is a gazetteer?
• A [catalogue/register/list/index/thesaurus] of place information
• Web navigation systems, e.g. Google Maps
• The back of a print road atlas
• Encyclopedic: Chinese local gazetteers; Wikipedia place pages
• GeoNames, Getty TGN, Nominatim, etc.

• There is enormous variety in both the kinds of places represented, 
and the information held for each entry
• WHG is using the Linked Open Data framework to publish (mostly 

historical) gazetteer datasets, to link individual attestations of closely 
matched places from multiple sources, and to provide record-level 
access to the resulting data
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A Distinctive combination

• global geographic coverage
• structured, granular temporal information
• attestations of place references by researchers
• Linked Data publishing platform for datasets without web presence
• multiple attestations for a place are linked, 

effectively linking projects and disciplines
• faceted record-level search across datasets
• machine access via APIs
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What is a place?
• “...a meeting up of histories” – Doreen Massey
• NOT simply a location, but a setting for activity
• “Experienced space” -- @kgeographer



What is a WHG place attestation record?
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Linked Places format conceptual model



WHG Data



Spreadsheets Database GIS RDF

Linked Places
formats

we are agnostic
as to contributors’ own 
research data formats!!

WHG Data database union
index

researchers create data, 
some of it for places, ... ...in numerous, varied  formats

export places

upload

place data



WHG Data database

an uploaded dataset, 
reconciled and made public



WHG Data

Amsterdam

Amsterdam

Amsterdam

Amsterdam

union index
a “place portal” page showing

four linked attestations for Amsterdam
in the WHG union index 



art history

literature

archaeologymuseums

history

historical
social sciences

linguistics

pleiades:1234

wikidata:9876

loc:2345

tgn:3456

bnf:8642

gn:4680

whg:1479

Research project

Gazetteer resource

linking knowledge about the past via place identifiers



WHG Data
• ~ 1.9 million places, ~5 million name variants
• 18 public datasets; 1/3 from KNAW
• dozens in queue, from every continent
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existing and in-progress
Dataset Collections



Dataset Collection
presentation page(s)



Why a World Historical Gazetteer?
Use cases, audiences, contributors
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Use cases for research and teaching

• Research
• Publish place data products of research as Linked Data
• Georeference place references in source materials, for mapping, analysis
• Augment place data with missing geometries & authority identifiers
• Link individual place records & entire datasets with those of other projects
• Use resulting datasets & Dataset Collections for georeferencing during 

annotation of source materials
• Teaching
• Graduate level: building historical gazetteers
• Secondary level: discovering connections between places and publishing 

them in Place Collections



Contribution workflow
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• Export a place data file from existing 
research data, in Linked Places format

• Upload into private WHG workspace

• Submit reconciliation task against the 
WHG index of 3.5m Wikidata place 
records

• Review resulting prospective matches

• Upon completing metadata, WHG staff 
flags dataset as public 

• Accession to the WHG “union index,” 
linking your individual place records with 
those from other projects where 
applicable; those with no matches are 
new “seed” records in the index 

Linked Places
formats
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Accessioning: incoming record on the 
left will join the four indexed records 
listed in a “cluster” on the right



Features: Search, Browse, API, Teaching
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database index

search browseAPI

teach

WHG database and index 
support search, browse, 
teaching, and API features



Faceted search with pre- and post-filtering



Browsing public datasets



Browsing public datasets
with download feature



Features: Dataset Collections



Dutch Global History







Features: Place Collections
A Place Collection is a set of place records found in publicly accessible datasets within WHG. Place records can 
be added to a collection individually, in groups, or from entire datasets. Each record in the collection can 
optionally be annotated with relevant start and end dates, a relation keyword, and notes—all serving to explain 
the place's membership in the collection. The collection record itself can include an abstract, keywords, an 
image, an accompanying essay in PDF format, and up to three links to relevant web resources. Its data can be 
downloaded for further use.
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Future plans

• Plan for sustainability: international consortium? subscription?
• More data
• Make contributing easier
• More Dataset Collections (“focus domains”)
• e.g. Historical Gazetteer of Ukraine; Portuguese Global History; Historical 

Middle East; Ottoman Empire; Central Eurasia; Latin America; Atlantic 
• More and better integrations with external apps
• e.g. Recogito; NodeGoat; AllMaps; Machines Reading Maps

• Enhance Place Collection capabilities, for teaching and ??
• Region Collections
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Thank you!
Questions or comments?

https://whgazetteer.org

karl@kgeographer.org
@kgeographer

mailto:karl@kgeographer.org



